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Please find the comments on subsidized child care eligIbility proposed rulemaking (#14-545).

Thanks

Tyrone a Scott, II
Director of Government and External Affairs
First Up
1608 Walnut Street, Suite 300
Philadelphia, PA 19103
P: (215) 893-0130 x242
F: 215 893-0205

DEC 147020

Independent Regulatory
ievtew Commissofl

Scholarship Funding AvaTlablei
First Up has EITC Preschool Scholarship funding available for
STAR 3 and 4 programs with families experiencing financial

hardships that prevent enrollment. Click here for tc
anuücation form or mqflQflgScott with your.questions.
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Rrst Up
December11, 2020

FiittUp.org

Tracey Campaninl
Deputy Secretary
Department of Human Services
Office of Child Development and Early Learning
333 Market Street, 6th Floor
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17126

Dear Deputy Secretary Campanini and Mr. Ordonez:

Michael Ordonez
Department of Human Services
Office of Child Development and Early Learning
333 Market Street, 6th Floor
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17126
RA-ocdsu&hlidcarepa.gov

First Up is the Southeastern PA chapter of the Pennsylvania AEYC and a non-profit early childhood care
and education advocacy and professional development agency. On behalf of First Up, I would like to
thank you for the opportunity to comment on the subsidized child care eligibility proposed rulemaking
(It 14-545).

Supporting low-income parent who an working or in training or education is extremely Important to
ensuring all children have access to high-quality child care. Pennsylvania’s child care subsidy program,
Child Care Works, is the support that families need to make hIgh-quality child care affordable. We
appreciate the proposed changes that would align PennsylvanIa’s eligibility requirement with the Child
Care and Development Block Grant reauthorization of 2014, such as minimum 12-month
redetemiinauons and continuous eligibility up to 235 percent of Federal Poverty Income Guideilnes or
85 percent of the State Median income.

We have provided our specific comments on the regulations In the chart attached to this letter. First Up
supports most of the proposed changes, as they will improve access and affordability of child care to
low-Income workIng families and allow equitable learning opportunities for children. We appreciate
your consideration of our comments,

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide public comment and for your consideration of our
thoughts on the subsidized child care eilgiblllty proposed ruiemaking (H 14-545). Please feel free to
contact me, should you have questions.

IMofirrup.org
215.893.0130

1608 Walnut Street
SUIt. 300
PhliodeipNo, PA 19103

Sincerely,

cott Ii
Director of Government and Externai Affairs
First Up

Chcmpions for Eciry Edurazion
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Subsidy benefits First Up supports the efforts taken to remove barriers for parents

and caretakers that work non-traditional hours, such as requiring a
304213 parents’ shift to end between certain hours. This change will allow

more families to become eligible and to receive care when they

_____

need it.

____________

Payment of provider charges First Up supports the current provision to prohibit new subsidy
enrollments for a provider that has been Issued a revocation or

3042.14(h) refusal to renew. First Up supports the Department considering and
Including situations where new subsidy enrollments should be
temporarily prohibited. We would support the Department having
the authority to temporarily prohibit subsidy enrollments at their
discretion In consideration of current complaint Investigations
invoMng the serious physical injury of a child, sexuai assault of a

_____

child, death of a child, etc.
Subsidy limitations First Up strongly supports parent choice. Allowing a kindergarten-

age child one additIonal year of kindergarten at the parent or
3042.15(b) caretaker’s request, ailows parents or caretakers eilglble for child

care subsidy to make the same decision a private pay parent or
caretaker may make. Allowing for parent choice here provides
equity between parents and caretakers who receive a child care

_________

subsidy and_parents and caretakers who are private pay.
Subsidy limitations First Up recognizes that ft Is Important foreligibie children to be

enrolled with an eiigibie child care provider when funding becomes
3042.15(e) avaiiabie. First Up recommends added clarity for exceptions, by

specifically statingthat the Department will allow families to
postpone enrollment for 30 days and include In what cases this
would occur. The process to receive.a Department approval for an
exception should be clear. The type(s) of exceptions that would
receive Department approvai should also be shared here. The
circumstances that exceptions would be approved by the
Department are more detailed in 3042.57(c).
First Up also has concerns about whether a child would maintain
eiigibiiity if they are not enrolled within 30 days because they are In
a child care desert or if a high-quality provider is not available or
does not have a slot at that time. Firstup supports parent choice
and parents/caretakers should not be forced to enroll with a
provider that they do not want or prefer or lose eiigibiiity this is
contrary to parent choice.



Absence First Up supports the intent of this change to meet the CCDBG
requirement to delink payment for child care from a child’s

3042.18(a), 3042.18(d) occasional absences.
These changes remove barriers for parents and caretakers, to allow
the elibillty agency to suspend enrollment If the child is absent for
more than five consecutive days and Increase the number of total
paid absences to 40, ailowing parents and caretakers to maintain
eligibility and increase stability forthe child and family.

Face-to-face meeting FIrst Up supports removing barriers for parents and caretakers who
have hardship in participating in a face-to-face meeting with the

3042.56(e), 3042.56(f) eligibility agency and In cases were a face-to-face meeting occurred
in the prevIous 12 months, to allow for telephone contact to meet
the requirement. This flexibility for families is necessary to maintain

____________________

stability.

_________________ ______________

Waiting list First Up recognizes that it is important for eligible children to be
enrolled with an eligible child care provider when funding becomes

3042.57(c) avaIlable. Although this provIsion provides some clarity around In

what circumstances the Department would approve an exception,
the availability of parent choice does not appear to be considered.
First Up has concerns about whether a thUd would maintain
eligibility If they are not enroiied within 30 days because they are in
a child care desert or if a high-quality provider Is not available or
does not have a siot at that time. First Up supports parent choice
and parents/caretakers should not be forced to enroll with a
provider that they do not want or prefer or lose eligibility, this is
contrary to parent choice. A circumstance where an exception would
be approved by the Department does not indicate parent choice and
appears to indicate that a chiid would need to enroll in care If a spot
opens at the only child care facility in the area.

Parent or caretaker cc- First Up supports removing the requirement that parent or
payment requirements careta kers pay the equivaient of the co-pay in advance.

3042.94

Homeiessness First Up supports permitting waivers to parents or caretakers who
are experiencing homeiessness.

3042.142


